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What sa reporter S obh-

gation to identify himself or -

herself as 'a reporter in
pursuing a news story ?

. Put another way, when is
the source of a news story .
entitled to know he is talk-
ing to a reporter and that
what he says may wind up
in-print? Always? Some-
times? Orwhat? - ’

~ The questions arose in .
connection with a challenge-
. to The Star's handling of a<"which newspapers, 'The

story the other day, and it~

© occurred 1o me that a brxef

discussion. as to how the -
press operates in-this deli- -

g,ate area might be of inter-’

-est, -and- posmhly som
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. On Jan.. 3 The &tar re-
ported on Page 1,’a Feden

ustomers - .about. such
things as dealer warranties,
epairs made ‘and previcus |
B damages toy

4]
Page The- .>tar prmted a:
~Story on a reporter’s visit to -

" “"half a dozen.area: used-car -

dealershlps to check reac--. ctandestinely, as..a+
s tiong. to-the- proposed FTC.L .worker..The amcles that

: ,prder. The:reporter m thxs

- A dedler quoted m the

was.. tions there, his identity- hid-
- den from guards and’ gthe

he used cars.on; @A reporter takes hxs c

* agents'in order to compare:

ethlcs of falmess c]early
is involved here, and the in-
stances when reporters fail
- to identify themselves to
news sources are exceed-
‘ingly rare. Apart from
-ethics, in fact, such identi-
fications - nearly always -
help, not hinder, news gath-
.ering. In.a vast majority of -
* cases, no purpose whatever -
lS served by fa\lmg to do 50,

- But there -are exceptmns

- Star included, pccasionally -
. do make ‘as .a* matter of.
‘deliberate editorial judg«

:oceurs when hldmg the re-
porter's identity is the: only

he public is-entitled to get:
Ccnsxder some examples s

A reportet (lt happened

“prisoner"". in order-to t
port first-hand. on condi<

mmates
' A Star eport

destination  downtown to-

check: al!eganons of - fla-

grant rip-offs.in taxi fare
.The alleganons panou

to-iseV eral auto-l nspec tion

the "defects" dxscovered /.
e A "'reporter

resulted,.m another city,

~ment.- And" usually - this’

way-to obtain informatiom :

t The Star) arranges to.
nter' a pena! institution.. as 3

ment of it in each instance.”
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qu@sﬁon ’of e‘thﬁcs m repomng

dlfferently than they ap-.
proach private individuals
and their purely personal
lives, Thus newspapers had
‘no qualms about  publishing
the accidental bugging of
Henry Kissinger's dinner-
table conversation in Cana-
dd a few months ago when a
miKe plugged into the press-
‘- room inadvertently was left

‘open. But reporting the re-

-sults of eavesdropping on & -
personal conversation be-
.tween private individuals in
"a news story without the -

“knowledge of the parties
Lconcerned

-i8
nothez matter

ailure to identify himsell.
may be justified in excep-.
ional - circumstances when
-the practice'is essential to-.

.obtain legitimate news. But

uch instances’'are rare.:

¢ They should be approached:
“warily; editors, especially,

have a strong obhgatlon to-

i weigh the importance of the-
. posing -
-Trade + Commission’ .as .a_traveler;, makes ‘a’ carefully whether the neeqd -
- proposal that all used-car ~dozen’ cab’ trips:from Na- -
. dealers. be required to post i tional ‘Airport to the same”

story and to thinkK through

really exists. Too often, I-.
:think, the tendency of some
reporters 1s s:mply to barge
ahead.. -~ ..

What of the ethics of the
‘used-car story? -+l

-difficulty of -the ednorxal
ecision-making - process

«:but of the fact that no pat:

nswer fzts every srmatxon :

on in this case for the as-
igning editor’s instructions
hat the reporter hitle his ™~
* identity: "The intent was to

: stovy protested..that ap- . But ethically: illegitimate2. try to capture some%f the -

- proach. His quarrel was not
-with the remarks attributed
" to him but with the report- _

-er's failure to |dentxfy htm-.
self. *If I'm going to beé .-
quoted,’* he s said, *‘no re-

porter has the nghg to come
"in here and interview me . -

" without my kmowledge that -

‘treated unfanrly

he’s a reporter:"I°ve been

At Ko

‘Right or wrong,.. "
Allow me toduck a drrect

S sm

. answer for a moment, for

purposes of background.
- First,

'“Ir is hard to imagine. an edl-'-

tor, or, T suspect; a reader’
who would .dispute that the.

means were justified to se-.

flavor and the substance of

“the reactions.which con«-‘

_sumers — as opposed to re-.
porters —. nght logically.

" identify. hxmself was no
_grave offense (indeed, what

certamly

So it boxls down. in most ’
‘cases, to this: A reporter's

It is g’ pamcu]arly goodﬁ
;éxample not-only of the"

.»,There was a specxfzc rea- .
“ further "safeguard- ag’unst
. sharp spurts m pr;ce

a quesnon ot‘ . publu; appmbatm

.cure legitimate news which  encounter in asking the®
hardly could have been ob-. : same questions themselves,
tained otherwise. * (i . In anumber of interviews -
The subject also: can “around The Star newsroom
become.a good deal more...I found no editor who felt
complicated --than. these . that the judgmental deci-
' ion- here clearly was
vy ; rong, although some call-
".-.-MOSf papers, for exam- .ed it a “‘borderline deci- -
. ple; approach public busi- . smn Jor a “tough ques~
ness; and public officials’ twn S \

-who hold' themselves out for' v My own view is that whlle
: the‘repcrters fa:lure o

“

he got from the dealers as a
“customer’’ seems to me
about what he would have
got as a reporter), the
public-interest stakes -this

-time probably didn’t ]Uah,fy‘
“the predictable reaction of

betraya) from the news

' sgurces,

That's Monday mormnp
quarterbackmg, of course,

-andit'seasy, - - ! D
. _What doyou think?" . :

. ca p
o lh? 8o’ ab

U Ed Yodero

Star, Meg
Washingte

these figh
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“‘martini’’ is that 1 15wy,
- ger: His position paper on-
- the related issues of unem
ployment and inflation is 22
- pages: long, longer and far
more detailed than that of

" any other “candidate.

Shriver claims that his ex-

perts have fed his positions -
‘into a’ computer model -of

" the economy and emerged -
“with the conclusion at

they’will work, causing, for -
_ 'instance,
“ment rate to drop from 8.3
- percent to. 49 _percent by

‘the unem ploy-*

“mid-1878, L.

) /.l'....

MUST LU W
‘the "econon
“healthy d%
“challenge, he
to dismanile
-ment, but o
S again-—tom
vant, not the 1
vidudl citizen:s
"Rep.. Morri
- also stalking
econonyic vigt
. Son,. Bayh anc
he seems less
the. terrain.
-speaking- at-

‘Shriver. would “curb School of, bu

ﬂuctuatmn in food prices by
-reintroducing - price: sup-

‘ports and scrapping export

* controls.-He would seek the

at “both
the national and mterna-
tional ‘levels™ serve -asa -

HE. BELIEVES

‘dent should have “sténdoy

" authority. to institute sector

by $ectar (price} controls,’” - ¢On

-and, like Bayh, he stands
“~unafraid of jawboning...
When it ‘comes to anti

~admitted "o

- are-little diffe

“establishment ™ "of “*‘sjzable
-grain. reserves’”.
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oing
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which preblem
handled by Jo

- Udall,-
‘we are
“plan.”

“trust matters, -Shriver Ments and whic

-would like to see curbs on-
the diversified conglomer-"-
ate corporations which

“swallow up and deperson- °

alize- the - innovative little
" companies that are " the
strengths of 50 many small-

5, er communities.” -

He would use a carrot

.taken- over 'bJ
- government.
Udall suggnsi
“just sxx or ‘e
most xmpox tant
costly” governn
lems under {i
“umbrella”™ -a
mended parcelir

tax incentives — selectively PIO&rams to_t’}e

to promote competition® in

+industries where there have -

-' ‘606@4@%%%27”“"1 He

cities..- T

... “For example,
to federalize w
enact natxcnal b



